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CONCORD SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

Here we are, once again, at the 

half-way point of our school year.  It was 

great to see and talk with all of the 

parents that came to our recent Second 

Grade Music Performance. Thank you for 

your continued presence and support in our 

school community.  

As the first semester ends, we’re 

happy to note the many exciting things 

happening at Concord Elementary. Our 

staff works diligently to provide 

challenging and engaging learning activities 

in all content areas.  Just check out our 

hallway displays the next time you are in 

the building to witness the results of 

dedicated teaching and motivated learning.  

The multiple talents of our students are 

visible in and around every classroom. Mrs. 

Brncich, our art teacher, is working with 

the fourth grade students to paint a mural 

on the school walls.  This is an excellent 

opportunity for the whole school to 

observe the creative process in action.  

 The second round of reading 

benchmark testing is completed and results 

will be used to plan and deliver focused 

reading instruction to the students based 

upon their needs.  Students are making 

wonderful progress.  Please continue to 

encourage reading at home – at least 30 

minutes each night.   

We have had a wonderful first 

half to this school year.  We look forward 

to even more opportunities and success in 

the months to come. 
 
     

 Dr. Laura Anderson 
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A Valentine Gift Parents Give their 
Children 
 
I Loved You Enough 
 

Some day when my children are old enough to 

understand the logic that motivates a parent, I 

will tell them: 
 

 I loved you enough to ask where 
you were going, with whom, and 
what time you would be home. 

 I loved you enough to insist that 
you save your money and buy a 
bike for yourself even though we 
could afford to buy one for you. 

 I loved you enough to be silent 
and let you discover that your 
new best friend was not a best 
friend. 

 I loved you enough to make you 
take a Milky Way back to the 
drugstore (with a bite out of it) 
and tell the clerk, “I stole this 
yesterday and want to pay for 
it.” 

 I loved you enough to stand over 
you for two hours while you 
cleaned your room, a job that 
would have taken me 15 
minutes. 

 I loved you enough to let you see 
anger, disappointment and tears 
in my eyes.  Children must learn 
that parents aren’t perfect. 

 I loved you enough to let you 
assume the responsibility for 
your actions even when the 
penalties were so harsh they 
almost broke my heart. 

 But most of all, I loved you 
enough to say NO when I knew 
you would dislike me for it.  
Those were the most difficult 
battles of all.  I’m glad I won 
them, because in the end, you 
won, too. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
PARENT NEWSLETTER 

Dr. Laura Anderson, Principal 
 

Upcoming Events 

 2/12 11:15 Early 
Dismissal 

 2/12 Valentine Parties 

 2/15 No School 

 2/23 1st Grade Music 
Program 

 2/26 No School 

 



Dear parents, 
We hope you all had a healthy and happy winter break with your children.  The P.E. 
department is wasting no time getting back into full swing as we begin our jump rope and 
basketball units for 1st through 4th grades and soccer for Kindergarten.  Our jump rope unit is 
in correlation with a fundraiser for the American Heart Association (AHA) called Jump Rope 
for Heart, which we are sure you’ve heard about.  As the culminating event approaches, we 
would like to share some of the specifics for the event with you.  First and foremost, this is an 

optional fundraiser, and the students have the choice of collecting donations either by cash or 
check (made payable to the AHA and collected between January 25th and February 5th) or 
through our AHA sponsored website.  We would like to clarify that the website is solely used for 
composing e-mails to friends and family and that it is not viewable to the public.  Online 
donations are much easier for everyone involved because donations are counted automatically 
as opposed to having to handle the money.  Of course, we understand if you would prefer not 
to participate in the online fundraiser.  If your child brings cash or checks to school, please 
enclose them in the provided envelope with the amount collected written on the envelope.  
The final Jump Rope for Heart event will be an hour long jump roping celebration for each 
grade level with lots of different activities to promote heart health and wellness.  Thank you 
for all of your support with this very important fundraiser.  If you have any questions, don’t 
hesitate to call or e-mail either one of us. 
Sincerely, 
Greg Kirchen and Craig Damrow 
gkirchen@cassd63.org  cdamrow@cassd63.org  

 
                                                                            

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                  P.E. NEWS 

        KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION! 

Page 2 of 4  

 

 

2010-2011 Concord School PreSchool Program 
 

Registration packets for the 2010-2011 school year for Kindergarten and 
PreSchool are available in the office.  A Kindergarten RoundUp will be held 
at Concord February 25th at 6:30 pm.  In order to be eligible for 
kindergarten, the child should have reached his/her fifth birthday on or 
before September 1, 2010.  We have tried to keep an updated list of 
children who will be attending kindergarten but please notify any of your 
neighbors or friends who live in the district and are eligible for kindergarten 
or our preschool program.  For registration packets please contact the 

school office at 630-968-3026.  

  
 

Applications are now available in the school office for the 2010-11 PreSchool Program. Depending on 
enrollment there will be an AM and PM session 4 days a week Monday-Thursday.  The student needs 
to be 3 or 4 years of age and the family must be a resident of District 63.  Yearly tuition will be 
broken down in monthly payments. 
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 Page 3 of 4  

    

 
                               
Concord School’s Counselor’s Corner – Family Time & Listening 
 
January is the month of resolutions.  Have you made and kept yours?  I failed to make any, but reflecting about the precious 
family time during the holidays I felt that in the New Year we should continue family time. That costly resource, time is 
precious and difficult to come by, but is so important to everyone.  Did you realize that the kitchen table is where the family is 
nourished not only by food, but with time together? The kitchen table is where a family can connect and stay current with what 
every member is doing and thinking.  It is the perfect time to listen to one another and share thoughts and ideas.  I was shocked 
to read recently that the average American listens for 28 seconds before getting distracted. Being a good listener takes practice 
and concentration.  In SFG we have discussed the benefits of listening.  We can learn new and interesting things, we can make 
new friends, we can problem solve, we can increase our enjoyment of others.  We discussed that true listening is more than just 
hearing. Through eye contact and encouragement we are showing that we are interested in the person and what they say.   It’s 
a gift we give to ourselves and to others.  In fact, listening is more than not talking.  It is active not passive.  Listening involves 
the eyes as much as the ears.  It means stopping what you are doing and concentrating on the speaker.  
 
Most of us know from personal experience how it feels to be listened to, really listened to.  When someone gives us their full 
attention they send a powerful message, “You are important and I care about what you have to say.”  Listening to others is a 
skill that requires effort and practice.  Listening and communicating are valuable and powerful human tools for all ages.  They 
are especially important in families. 
 
They are the threads that can hold the fabric of family together.   They can bind families together through words of praise and 
love.   They can mend hurts and keep the family connected during times of anger and conflict.  Yet, despite having these 
human tools at our disposal, sometimes we don’t use them to the fullest in our families.  We ask questions and don’t listen to 
the answer.  We hear words, but are not in touch with the feelings the words convey. How many conversations between parent 
and child is long- distance as in the kitchen to the living room or the family room?  How many of us have called upstairs a whole 
level of house between us?  We are so used to multi tasking that to sit and listen to our family without cooking dinner, folding 
clothes, paying bills, doing dishes, or fixing the plumbing is a lost art. How many times have we spoken with only our knees at 
child level?  How can either person learn from a conversation with no chance of eye contact?  
 
Listening and communicating take time.  Without a doubt, there is too much going on in most of our lives for us to be able to 
stop for every child’s every word. I realize children do not pick the most appropriate times to share their thoughts.  But there 
are some opportunities we can use---dinner time, bed time, driving time (We can’t read expressions, but at least it’s a captive 
time to converse.)  We must take time to listen.  We must make a conscious effort to take even ten minutes with a child to just 
sit and listen, with eyes focused on their face with eyes and ears equally engaged.  (As amazing as it may seem research 
indicates that families spend less time than that listening to their children.)  Perhaps our listening will begin to make a 
difference in our child’s listening skills, too, by example.   We must show we are listening with eyes level and face to face.  It is 
important to really focus on what the child is saying without interrupting, giving advice, or sharing our point of view, 
remembering our point of view is not the only one.  It is equally important to show respect for the feelings being expressed 
without rushing in to “fix” them.  In this way we can create an environment where all family members feel comfortable sharing 
their feelings, hopes and dreams.  In this way we can be a sounding board for our children and their ideas which are very 
important.   
 
Good listeners take time to listen.  They help people feel affirmed, valued, and important.  When we as parents take time to 
listen to our children we are setting the stage for lifelong communication that will continue to enrich and strengthen family 
relationships.  If we succeed in helping each of our children learn how to identify and creatively satisfy his/her needs as a 
communicator, we will have paid him/her the highest tribute of respect we are capable.  We will have truly given the gift of 
listening to our children.  Why not start at the kitchen table during dinner time. Have fun listening!                                                                   
 
 
June Scott 
Concord Counselor 

 
                                                                                               

                                                                                   

COUNSELORS CORNER 
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ABC RECOGNITION PROGRAM 
 
Concord is using the ABC Recognition Program for students this year and listed below are the students 
who were recognized by their teachers in the months of November and December.  This recognition 
program is to support our school beliefs in strong academic performance (A), excellent behavior (B) and 
good character (C).  Our hope is that ALL students will earn recognition by the end of the school year. 
 
  
 

 

 

FIRST GRADE 
The following students received 
“C’s” 
 Alyssa Garcia 
 Lily Siegel 
 Imani Unegbu 
 Viviana Prado 
 Charlie Gneiser 
 Mohammad Issa 
 Diana Temelkova 
 Kendall Lange 
 Caden McGinley 
 Aishah Siddiqui 
 Andrew Radicker 
 Regina Pochocki 
 Jordan Rospert (Music) 
 Sean Ford (Music) 
 Rayva Verma (Music) 
 Tristan Schauer (Music) 

  
 
SECOND GRADE 

The following students received 
“A’s” 
 Neveah Harper 
 Shannon Ahern 
 Sawyer Jones 
 Matthew Kaleta 
 Joshua Louis 
 Nina Pierce 
 Ava Hernandez 
 Nick Popik 
 Joshua Rodriquez 
 Brooke Steinhaus 
   
The following students received 
“C’s” 
 Izabela Dimevska 
 Azkiya Tahreem 
 Jacob Stukas 
 Thomas Ramonas 
 Danielle Wayman 
 Joshua Rodriquez 
 Megan Alajoki   

 

 

THIRD GRADE 
 
The following students received 
“A’s” 
 Tyler Hill 
 Christopher Wayman 
 Andrea Nkansah 
 Courtney Fung 
 Kevin Joseph 
 Emiliano Moreno 
 Joseph Ofenloch 
 
The following students received 
“B’s” 
 Jenna Gonzalez 
 Cristo Cervantes 
 Dinah Chemmachel 
 Ben Garcia 
 Ronaldo Zavala 
 Osmani Herrera 
 Kyle Kohlsaat 
 Stefan Vsilevski 
 Keaton Lancaster 
 Ibrahim Saylawala 
 
The following students received 
“C’s” 
 Soledad Saucedo 
 John Havrilla 
 Kate Nigohosian 
 Andrea Stirling 
 Cole Haubenreiser  
 Anush Joshi (music) 
 
FOURTH GRADE 

 
The following students received 
“A’s” 
 Maria Boulos 
 Vishnu Chakroborty 
 Emily Hillebold 
 Joshua Hiero  
 
The following students received 
“B’s” 
 Brian Baumbach 
 Veda Romo 
 Justin Pioquinto 
 Adam Zelazny 
 Cayla Romo 
  
  

 

The following students received 
“C’s” 
 Jessica Kaleta 
 Naomi Cimmino (music) 
 Kevin Hamilton (music) 
 David Nkansah 
 Annjay Tabbilos 
 Brian Baumbach 
 Veda Romo 

 
 
KINDERGARTEN  
 
The following students received 
“A’s” 
 Mohammad Alsbeck  
 Aidan Donahue  
 Yusuf Atassi  
 Henry Sullivan  
 
The following students received 
“B’s” 
 Bobby Durkin  
 Mikey Schafer  
 Nicole Pacasova  
 Elli Dooley  
  
The following students received 
“C’s” 
 Luke Knutte  
 Will Gallagher  
 Nathan McFarland  
 Jenna Cox  
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The following is a press release given to the area newspapers: 
 
 
 
The ABCs are one of the first skills children learn when they begin their school journey 
however the students of Concord Elementary School are focusing on an additional set of ABCs 
this year.  The Principal’s ABC Recognition Program has been implemented to recognize and 
support students for demonstrating Concord School’s strong belief in academics (A), behavior 
(B), and character (C). 
 
Each month teachers are asked to submit names of students who demonstrate positive 
attributes in academics, behavior or character.  The children are then formally recognized in 
front of their peers during lunch where Concord School Principal, Dr. Laura Anderson, 
announces their names and the category that they have been nominated for.  In addition, 
each recognized child receives a wristband to wear proudly.  Student names are also published 
in the school’s monthly newsletter.              
 
In the past four months, 61% of the students have already been recognized for academics, 
behavior, and/or character.  The children are clearly excited about the program and enjoy the 
recognition.  “I am very proud of our students and staff for the hard work demonstrated each 
and every day.  This is a great way to publicly recognize them for their achievements,” states 
Dr. Anderson reflecting on the success of the new program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 Please remember our school hours – classes begin at 8:15 so 
students must be in their classrooms at 8:15 or they will be 
marked tardy. Students can be dropped off at 8:00. 

 

 PLEASE let the office know if your phone numbers have changed or 
your email address.  We need to have up to date phone numbers in 
case of an emergency and up to date emails for you to receive 
“note tote” items. 
 

                                                                                                                                      

So much has been happening around Concord –  

 All students attended a “Bye-Bye Bully” assembly  

 Our 3
rd

 graders participated in the CAPS program sponsored by the 

YWCA 

 Our 2
nd

 graders performed in their music program “Round The 

Seasons” 

 All students enjoyed a Readtopia assembly presented by The Boom 

Troupe  

 

 

       CONCORD HAPPENINGS!! 

  SCHOOL REMINDERS 

Concord School 

1019 Concord Place 

Darien, IL 60561 

Phone: 

(630) 968-3026 

Fax: 

(630) 968-0826 

E-mail: 

landerson@cassd63.org 

We’re on the Web! 
www.cassd63.org 

Our website is going to be 
revised in the months to 

come – please continue to 
check the website for 

more information. 
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CONCORD BOOK FAIR IS COMING! 

  

 

 

             

                 A Scholastic Book Fair will be in our Learning Center February 

8
th

 through February 12
th
 to share the newest books and other exciting 

learning products with our young readers.  Parents, you will also find items 

of interest.  

The fair is open Monday through Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 3:15 

p.m.  On Tuesday, February 9
th

 the Book Fair will be open from 8:30 a.m. 

until 7:00 p.m.   On Friday, February 12
th
, the book fair will be open until 

12:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Thank you for supporting our past Book Fairs.  We use our profits to 

purchase new books for our learning center.   

If you have any questions, or could help for a few hours during the 

day at the Book Fair, please contact Mrs. Thill at 972-7487. 
        
 

             

Note Totes ð 
Remember note 
totes are being 
sent via email 
and are posted 
on the District 
website  

www.cassd63.org   
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