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Mr. Leland Wagner, Assistant Principal
The District proudly introduces Mr. Leland Wagner, Assistant Principal 
in Cass School District 63. Mr. Wagner comes to us with nine years in 
education, with three years in a head teacher role in his previous 
district. He is a giant Chicago Bulls fan and was elected a 
Commissioner for the Lemont Park District this past spring. His hobbies 
include coaching club volleyball, spending time with his children and 
exploring different local downtown areas. 

Ms. Amber Doherty, Art Teacher
Welcome Ms. Amber Doherty to Concord Elementary School as the 
new Art Teacher. Ms. Doherty is a graduate of Illinois State University. 
Ms. Doherty also studied Curriculum Development at the University of 
New South Whales in Sydney, Australia. She has had multiple 
mixed-media paintings in galleries in Southern Illinois and online 
exhibitions. Ms. Doherty’s interest in Art came from her grandmother 
and great grandmother, who both attended the Art Institute of Chicago. 
Ms. Amber Doherty is enjoying the motivated students and supportive 
coworkers at Concord Elementary School. 

Welcome New Staff

Miss Jessica Ruiz, Third Grade Teacher
Welcome Miss Jessica Ruiz to the Third Grade Team at Concord 
Elementary School. Miss Jessica Ruiz graduated from Lewis University 
with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Elementary Education in 2016. As we 
have all learned, Miss Ruiz loves to spend time with her dog Riley and 
being outside around nature. She is looking forward to seeing what her 
first year of teaching brings, as she gets to know the staff and students 
even better.
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As the holiday season approached, Concord Elementary School students learned the value of 
helping those less fortunate first hand. This year, Concord Elementary School partnered with a 
local student from Darien, who started her own organization called Give a Box, which collects 
items for care packages to be distributed to the homeless in the Chicagoland area. With the 
gracious donations from the Concord Elementary School community, the Fourth Grade 
Students were able to help sort, prepare and create boxes with the items donated. The Give a 
Box organization was delighted with the amount of donations and how helpful the Fourth 
Grade Students were in this special project. The care packages collected and prepared 
brought comfort and essentials to those in need, while teaching the students at Concord 
Elementary School to put empathy into action and truly make a difference.  

Concord Elementary School Students “Give a Box” 
to Those Less Fortunate!
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Cass Junior High School Teacher named 
Educator of the Year

Congratulations to Cass Junior High School’s Art Teacher, Matt Etherington, named the Illinois Art 
Education Early Professional Art Educator of the Year for 2017. Affectionately known around the 
school as “Mr. E,” he makes positive contributions to the school each day. Students and staff were 
so proud of this accomplishment that they coordinated a surprise “Mr. E Week” to celebrate, 
making each day a different way to show our gratitude to Mr. E. On the first day of the week, there 
were big letter Es all around the building. Many students decorated the letter E to demonstrate the 
many things they appreciate about Mr. E. Students also dressed like an artist one day as a fun 
spirit day. And the week culminated with an assembly with a video of students, staff and his family 
explaining ways that Mr. E had impacted their lives. The students presented books of artwork made 
for Mr. E. There was not a dry eye in the place.

Congratulations to Eighth Grade Student Gloria Wang who scored 
in the top 2% of over 12,000 students nationally in the 
Northwestern University Midwestern Talent Search (NUMATS). 
Gloria was honored in September at Northwestern University for 
being a top national scorer on the PSAT. This has only happened 
with four students in the District since the District began 
participating in 2001. Cass School District 63 is so very proud of 
her accomplishments.

Eighth Grade Student scores top 2% nationally
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Congratulations to Makena Camden, Seventh Grade, who was 
honored by Northshore Band Lifetime of Music Event.

Band Director Megan Duffy nominated several band students to 
perform with the Northshore Concert Band, located in Evanston, 
Illinois. This program was looking for talented young musicians 
from the Chicagoland area, who have shown exemplary 
musicianship and talent in their school band programs. The 
Northshore Concert Band is under the direction of Mallory 
Thompson, who is the Director of Bands at Northwestern 
University. The District was recently notified that Makena 
Camden was one of the 50 selected out of 200 applicants, to 
perform at their concert on February 18. Makena will perform 
alongside some of the top musicians in the Chicagoland area. 
Cass Junior High School Officials are so very proud of Makena 
and Director Duffy.

  

Cass Junior High School Staff is so excited for Dana Euske, an 
Eighth Grade Trumpet player, for being accepted into the ILMEA 
Junior Band! All 15 students who auditioned worked extremely hard 
and getting through the audition process is a major accomplishment. 
The Illinois Music Educator's Association Junior Band audition is very 
selective and the auditions are highly competitive. Within the ILMEA 
district, there are over 100 middle/junior high schools that send 
students to participate in the auditions. This year, over 1300 students 
auditioned for the ILMEA junior ensembles. About 85 students every 
year are selected to be in the band. It is a huge honor just to be sent 
to audition. Dana being selected to perform with the group is an 
amazing accomplishment. Cass School District 63 isproud to share 
that there will be a Cass Junior High School Student in that 
prestigious and very select group of musicians! 

Seventh Grade Student honored by Northshore 
Band Lifetime of Music Event

Student Accepted into the ILMEA Junior Band
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Facilities’ Planning for the Future

The Board of Education just recently added a fifth Board Committee to complement its existing 
committees of Finance, Policy & Planning, Teaching & Learning and Community Connections. 
The Board of Education’s District Facilities’ Committee will be meeting this Winter and Spring to 
develop a long-range plan for the replacement and upgrades to the District facilities’ heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) systems, as the current HVAC systems will all reach their 
end of life cycles within the next two to 10 years. Typical life cycles for school HVAC systems are 
20 years, but because of the excellent efforts of the District’s maintenance personnel, systems 
have and will last 25 to 30 years, saving the district significant dollars. Anticipated costs to 
replace and upgrade the current HVAC systems is approximately $4 million.

Each Board Committee’s membership is comprised of two Board Members, a school parent, a 
teacher, a support staff member, an administrator and one community member. The Facilities 
and Community Connections Committees are still trying to secure a community member to 
serve on their committees. If you, or someone you know would like to serve in the community 
member seat on one of these committees, please contact the Superintendent’s Administrative 
Assistant, Gayle Wilson at GWilson@CassD63.org or at 331/481-4000.

After the Facilities’ Committee develops a long-range plan for HVAC systems, the committee will 
assess and focus on other internal and external facilities’ needs to ensure the District’s facilities 
continue to be safe, secure and conducive for teaching and learning for future generations of 
students.

With school funding getting tighter and tighter each year at the State and Federal levels and 
construction and facility maintenance costs continuing to rise, the District will continue to 
strategically plan financially in this area to preserve the District’s stable financial footing, as 
evidenced by their annual independent audit. The current District audit is posted on the District 
website (www.CassD63.org). The District Officials are extremely proud of its success of 
constantly achieving the facet of the District Mission to be “responsible fiscal stewards.”

Community Connections
Committee

Rich Brandeis, Chair
    Jeffrey McCollian
Christine Marcinkewicz

Mary Kate Favia
Matthew Etherington
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After many years of having three parent organizations (Parent Teacher Club, Cass 63 Foundation for Educational 
Excellence and Fine Arts Boosters), Cass District 63 returned to having a single parent organization effective with 
the 2017/2018 school year. The new organization is called Cass Resources for Enrichment (CARE), a 501(c)(3) 
organization. CARE combines the fundraising efforts, leadership and membership of all three groups. 

CARE had three goals for their first year. First, CARE wanted to make it simpler for parents to become involved in 
supporting each school. Second, CARE wanted to increase participation from a wider variety of parent volunteers. 
Third, CARE wanted to increase fundraising to help enrich the educational and Fine Arts environment for 
students.

With half of the school year over, CARE is making progress on all three goals. The response from parents has 
been overwhelmingly positive and parents appreciate that there is one parent support group for our school district. 
CARE has seen an increase in parent volunteers, mainly thanks to a new committee structure where volunteers 
can take on one or more volunteer area, depending on how much time they have to share. Finally, fundraising 
results have increased thanks to events such as The Cass D63 DASH, the Fall BBQ, record-breaking book fairs, 
and CARE’s Trivia Night fundraiser.

CARE offers many opportunities for parents to get involved, whether you would like to become a CARE officer, a 
committee chair, or if you would like to participate in a particular activity. CARE welcomes all parents and 
encourages you to attend one of CARE’s open monthly meetings to learn what CARE is all about. You can also 
visit CARE’s new website (www.d63CARE.org) to learn more.

Thank you to all parents who donate their time and money to support Cass School District 63! 

District 63 Consolidates to Single Parent Group: CARE

During the summer of 2016, Cass School District 63 students again participated in the 
summer reading challenge sponsored by the Indian Prairie Public Library. At the conclusion 
of the program, it was determined that the students of Concord Elementary School had 
earned the right to host the traveling reading trophy for the current school year. The trophy 
was officially presented to Concord Elementary School during an assembly in September. 
During the summer of 2016, Concord Elementary School Students officially logged in as 
having read 1,099 books, representing an increase of 102% from the previous year. Cass 
Junior High School Students officially logged in as having read 210 books, which 
represented an increase of 69% from the previous year. As a district, the students read 
1,309 books of the 6,949 books logged, which represents 19% of the total books read from 
the twenty participating public and private schools. During the summer of 2017, Cass 
School District once again competed in the reading challenge and again earned the 
privilege of hosting the trophy for having the highest student participation and 
completion.Cass School District 63 is very proud of their accomplishments and looks 
forward to next summer and hope that the numbers continue to increase.  

Concord Elementary School Earns First Place
Again in the Summer Reading Challenge
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Cass School District 63
8502 Bailey Road
Darien, Illinois 60561-5333
331/481- 4000    
www.CassD63.org

Shelly Camden, President
Rich Brandeis, Vice President

Jeff McCollian

Steve Alavi, Secretary

Alice Esposito

Michael Ockrim

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Kent Absalonsen

ADMINISTRATION
Kerry J. Foderaro, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools
Laura Anderson, Ed.D., Principal, Concord Elementary School

District Director of Teaching and Learning 
Christine Marcinkewicz, Principal, Cass Junior High School

District Director of Technology
Terry Murphy, District Director of Special Services 
Robert Strande, District Director of Fiscal Services
Leland Wagner, Assistant Principal, Concord Elementary School and Cass Junior High School

Gloria - Eighth Grade
Acrylic Paint

Cass Junior High School

In partnership with the Darien Rotary Club, Concord 
Elementary School participates in Food for Kids. Rotary 
members and Concord Elementary School Staff pack 
food for families in need. Students bring the food packs 
home on Fridays.

Mr. Grand’s Grade Seven Social Studies Class has been 
again chosen to participate in the Kindergarten - Grade 
Twelve Web Archiving Program; a collaboration between 
the United States Library of Congress and the United 
States Internet Archive. Students nationally will 
participate in web archiving as a type of digital time 
capsule.

Students in Cass School District 63 speak twenty-seven 
native languages! There are currently 99 English 
Language Learner (“ELL”) students in the District.

Concord Elementary School’s Prekindergarten Program 
has earned the Gold Circle of Quality from the Illinois 
State Board of Education for the fourth year in a row!

The Cass Junior High School Girl’s Varsity Volleyball 
Team won first place in the SDEAA Tournament!

During Red Ribbon Week, Concord Elementary School 
Students participated in Hats for Hurricanes which raised 
$722 for the American Red Cross.

Did You Know?


